
 1 

Growing Hearts and Minds 

Garden Fields School  
Newsletter 

End of Summer Term Edition 

21st July 2022 

 

 

Farewell Year 6 

What a final week it has been for Year 6! 

In order to ensure that we had plenty of acting parts for our cohort of 90 children, our Year 6 

teaching team pulled off the amazing feat of having two casts performing the same play,  

entitled A Blast from the Past, over 4 performances!  In fact, this also meant that if children 

were unable to make one of the shows, we had children at the ready to ‘fill their shoes’. So 

thank you to those children who doubled up and attended other shows!   

Our upper school hall was turned into a theatre, with two dress rehearsals performed for the 

rest of the school on Monday, followed by two matinee and two evening shows over Tuesday 

and Wednesday.  Then on Thursday, it was time for some relaxation! The children walked 

down to Verulamium Park and enjoyed time at the splash park, played foot-golf as well as  

volleyball and ate pizza. They even used the money raised from their excellent enterprise fair, 

held a few weeks ago, to pay for this! 

Today they ‘graduated’ from Garden Fields in an emotional, final, outdoor assembly followed 

by their parents and carers joining our whole school picnic on the school field. 
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Batchwood Success  

It was a Batchwood ‘double’ this term with wins in both the House Point and Sports Day 

competitions.  Batchwood had already won the KS1 sports day, with Waverley winning the 

lower KS2 event and Townsend the upper KS2 one. But, overall, it was Batchwood who 

came out on top! 

On Tuesday, we finalised the house-point totals for the year and it was Batchwood who 

again took the honours to achieve a remarkable double—well done to all involved! 

Environmental Area 

Thank you to the parents from Primrose class who donated their time, giving up a  

Saturday morning earlier this term, to help Miss Orviss in our environmental area. After 

a visit from the Hertfordshire Wildlife Advisor from the Wildlife Trust, we were given a 

lot of advice on how to develop the biodiversity in the area. This has meant removing 

self-set trees, nettle, brambles, cows' parsley and other invasive plants. This will enable 

us to redevelop the area to be more biodiverse and make it an even better space for out-

door learning. We will need volunteers next year too and we will share our exciting 

plans with you. 
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PTA Summer Fair  
It was lovely to see the return of the summer fair this year- our first since 2019. 

The PTA team raised over £5000  with a wonderful community event which brought every-

one together on a lovely warm and sunny Saturday afternoon in July.  Thank you to all of 

those that volunteered and helped. Thank you also to Miss Wray, Mrs Hayden and Mrs 

Lawrence for the fantastic musical showcase they put together and to the many children 

who performed.  We also had a fabulous display of singing and dancing from children 

from Jenny Marie’s performing arts clubs group - thank you Jenny and again, thank you  

children! 

Bake off Winners 

We never did announce these winners! 

Mr Farrugia and Miss Palmer judged the  PTA Cake Competition. 

 

And these were the results: 

 

1
st

 – Poppy-Lou in Moorhen – 50 points to Harpenden House  

2
nd

 – Emelia and Alex in Trent and Cedar – 25 points to Harpenden House 

3
rd

 – Sami in Trent – 10 points to Townsend House 

 

Congratulations to all of you and well done to everyone who got involved—it was a tough 

decision! 
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Celebrations Evening 

It was lovely to see so many parents back in school for our Celebrations Evening.  There 

was a real range of learning presented in the classrooms and it was interesting to see 

how the children’s work develops as they go through the school. 

Miss Wray and Miss Hayden were here as well with performances from both our KS1 and 

KS2 choirs and also from our orchestra. 
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Each year group team will host a curriculum presentation over the 2nd and 3rd weeks of 

the Autumn term. These will all start at 9.00 a.m. and will be about 30 - 40 minutes long. 

The PowerPoints will be put on our websites afterwards. 

 

 

Year 6 - Monday 12th September 

Year 4 - Wednesday 14th September 

Year 2 - Thursday 15th September 

Year 3 - Friday 16th September 

Year 1 - Monday 19th September  

Year 5 - Tuesday 20th September 

 

We hope that many of you will be able to join us. 

Curriculum Presentations  

Autumn Term 2022 

 

Autumn Term Global Themed 

Wow Week 
 

We recently sent you information about our World Cup themed ‘wow week’ in the first 

week back in September. 

We are aiming to have a multi-cultural food festival on the Friday afternoon of that first 

week back, which is Friday 9th September. 

So far we have 11 volunteers contributing food, but we need quite a few more in order to 

make this a success. 

Do let us know if you can help via our admin email. 

We also welcome any multi-cultural musical contributions or dance! 

We look forward to hearing from you! 
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A few goodbyes... 

We said a few goodbyes today at our end of term picnic, where we were joined by our Year 6  

parents.  We said goodbye to Julie Keen, our cook, for the past 19 years! We also said goodbyes 

to Mrs Regan our business manager for the last 7 years who is moving to another school, teach-

ing assistant Mrs Marriott who is training to be a Educational Mental Health Practitioner and 

teachers Miss Rowland, Miss Scott (who isn’t pictured but came in to see us this morning) and 

Miss Mobbs  - all of who are moving to other schools. Miss Sheppard is also leaving us to go  

travelling. 
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Garden Fields Achieve 

Platinum Sports Award 

Stop press… we have just been notified that we achieved the platinum school games 

award for the fourth time! Many thanks to our coach Miss Elson and our P.E Co-ordinator 

Mr Berman, together with Mr Pigdeon and his team of coaches, as well as TAs such as 

Miss Kirton and Miss Smith for all the hard work that they do to maintain school sport as 

such an important part of what we do at Garden Fields! 

Have a great summer 
Thank you to everyone - our teaching and teaching support team, our admin and premises team, 

and our sports and Hub teams and our dedicated Governing Body, for working so hard this year 

- a year in which by the end of the year it felt like we were back to normal with lots of fantastic 

opportunities and events for our children.  

Thank you for your support as well as parents. 

Have a great summer from all of us at Garden Fields! 

Year 6 members of the netball team today with this season’s silverware!  


