
 1 

It’s Christmas! 
This year we were back with our traditional Christmas production schedule featuring two live  

nativities performed by our Reception and Year 1 children. The children performed A King is 

Born to packed audiences, getting our Christmas productions off to a fun packed start. 

Then, this week, we had four KS2 Christmas concerts at Christ Church, superbly masterminded 

by Miss Wray and Miss Hayden. These consisted of songs learnt by the children in music this 

term as well as performances by Miss Hayden’s orchestra and recorder groups and Miss Wray’s 

KS2 choir. We also had a few traditional carols which we all sang together. 

The children also performed some of their songs with their own instrumental backing such as 

Y5 who all played the ukulele! 

Many thanks to all who came to support our shows and also for your donations with over £400 

raised for the school! 
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New Hub and Clubs  

drop off and pick up points 

We are changing the way that children attending the Hub and those attending morning and after school 
clubs are to enter and leave the school building. This is as a result of a number of incidents now in which chil-

dren have been left to roam in the carpark resulting in some near misses with school traffic. 
  

There will now be two single points of entry for all children: 
 

For any clubs that are held in upper school, children are to enter via the Year 5 & 6 doors where they will be 
registered by the club provider. 

 The club leader(s) will walk them through to the upper school hall, breakout space or upper playground  
depending on where their club is being held.   

  
For clubs that take place after school in the upper school, children will be dismissed from the same Year 5 & 
6 doors and not via the fire doors in the upper school hall or via the school office.  Parents will need to wait 

in the car park outside the Yrs 5 & 6 door as they do for normal school pick up. 
  

The Hub children will now enter via the steps on the lower middle playground (near Oak class) and through 
past the lower school office.   Any lower school hall clubs will also enter from here. 

  
For the Hub and clubs that are held in lower school, the exit point will also be from the lower school  
main entrance.  Parents are to wait outside this door on the path to collect children.  The Hub will be  

continuing as normal, so please be considerate of this if there are any play sessions running on the lower 
middle playground. 

 
Thank you for your cooperation with this. It is paramount that our children’s safety comes first. 

I just wanted to highlight again that on Monday 9th January we will have a host of workshops   

during the school day for different age ranges on Internet Safety. 

This will be followed later in the school day with a session for parents from 5 - 6 pm in the  

Upper School Hall. 

It should prove to be a very useful session about a very important topic. 

We have had to support a number of children with online issues in recent years so it is very relevant 

to our young learners and also it is important that parents know how to support their children to be 

safe online. 

Internet Safety  

Parent Session 
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Earlier this half term, the children in Y5& Y6 from our KS2 choir were able to start off the festive  
season by attending the St Albans Primary Schools Music Association Christmas Carol Service at  

St Albans Abbey.  

Two Y6 pupils, Aine and Poppy-Lou, also had the brave task of giving a reading during the service.   

The children worked really hard at learning the songs and carols and it was a lovely way to start the 
Christmas period. Thank you to the parent helpers who gave up their time to walk the children to and 

from the Abbey and to those that came to support in the congregation. 

St Albans Abbey Carol Concert 

Flute Demonstration 

If anybody is interested in their child having flute lessons Mrs Matthews has some upcoming availability.  

You can register your interest at: 

https://www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/music-lessons-in-hertfordshire/music-lessons.aspx 

Please also email the school office as we can ensure that Mrs Matthews is made directly aware.  

Also on a musical note (no pun intended!) our Year 6 flautists recently gave a thirty minute demonstration 
to Y3 and Y4 pupils all about playing the flute. They shared some information about how they had begun 
learning to play and what they love about their lessons. Bethany (injured with a sore thumb at the time!)
also prepared a speech and a scientific experiment to represent the diaphragm. Mahli and Priscillia both 

performed solos and then gave a fantastic duet of Rudolf the Red-nosed Reindeer. By sharing this with the 
children we hope that it might encourage some of them to take up the flute as the recorder is a great   

stepping stone to learning a wind instrument.  

https://www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/music-lessons-in-hertfordshire/music-lessons.aspx
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Miss Wray, Miss Hayden and KS1 music teacher Mrs Lawrence have certainly been busy going out on ‘on 

the road’ this term!  This has included choirs singing to the residents of St Augusta Court, who generously 

donated £100 to our music department, as well as a performance for charity at Grove House.  Closer to 

home we had a performance of Christmas songs by some of our reception children on the lower middle 

playground led by our Y6 music captains. And then finally today, we had the KS1 choir performing, again 

with the support of the music captains. Thank you to all those who participated and to Miss Wray, Miss 

Hayden and  Mrs Lawrence for all of your hard work, effort and dedication to music at Garden Fields this 

year. 

Choir 
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Farewells 

We said farewell to Mrs Day today. 

Mrs Day first started out as a parent volunteer at Garden Fields, fourteen years ago and then  

became a teaching assistant with us. Many of our children will have had some involvement with 

her during their time at the school. 

We thank Mrs Day for all that she has done at Garden Fields and wish her all the best for the  

future in her new role as a community police officer. 

We also said goodbye to Miss Gallagher today. 

Miss Gallagher leaves us to go back to studying, this time for a masters in psychology with the 

hope of becoming an educational psychologist in the future. 

We thank you Miss Gallagher and wish you all the best with your studies and future career. 
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Growing Hearts and Minds 

Achievements 

Phoebe (Year 5 Moorhen) recently won 

a Gold award at Brownies -  

congratulations! 

During the summer Riccardo (Y5 Kestrel) took 

part in the Young Writers’ competition and the 

story that he wrote has been published in a  

special book that will go in the British library! 

This is a fantastic achievement Riccardo - well 

done! 

 
On one late Friday night in November, Grace G (Y3 

Lea) completed her third St Albans Sleep Out for the 
Emmaus homeless charity raising £550.   This picture 
shows her just before she retired to her cardboard 

box! What a thoughtful thing to do—well done 
Grace! 

Emilio (Year 1 Oak) recently qualified for the IMG 
World Golf Championships at Torrey Pines in 

America, taking place next year, where he will be 
representing the UK. He is only 5! This is amazing 

Emilio—congratulations! 

Emilio’s Dad also wants to highlight that children 
can learn to play at Batchwood  and that it is low 

cost and very inclusive at this age. 
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Growing Hearts and Minds 

Merry Christmas and a  

Happy New Year! 

PTA Christmas Fair—Thank you to our wonderful PTA for all you do! 

Christmas Dinner Day 

Thanks Mrs Long and the kitchen team! 
Father Christmas Visit (thanks Santa!) 

It’s been great to see all of our Christmas events back to normal this year. 

To everyone who was involved in some way -children, staff, parents and carers - thank you! 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

We  will see everyone back on Thursday 5th January 2023 


