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School Update: 2nd December 2022 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Firstly, a reminder that we have our: 

 
Christmas Fair tomorrow, Saturday 3rd December! 
Please remember that tomorrow is our Christmas Fair!  Please do come and support us if you can – it is 
always lovely to see everybody and the PTA have put a lot of time and effort into the event. It is always 
great to see the whole community coming together! 
 

Christmas Dinner & Christmas Jumper Day – Wednesday 14th December 2022 
We will be having our Christmas lunch on Wednesday 14th December. Please order your child’s meal 
through ASPENS (the menu has been reset so you must order even if you believe that you have 
already done so). The choices are: 
Roast Chicken Dinner with the trimmings 
Halal Roast Chicken Dinner 
Roast Quorn Chicken Dinner 
 
Pudding will be a choice of Christmas Shortbread or Christmas Stripe Cake. 
 
If your child usually has a packed lunch and would like a Christmas Lunch then please register an 
account. Please contact the school office if you have any questions. 
 
All children are invited to wear either a Christmas or their favourite jumper instead of their school jumper 
on the as we show our support for Save the Children. Families are welcome to make a donation direct 
to Save the Children is they wish to. Please do not bring any money to school. 

 
Congratulation Mrs Huntley! 

 
It is always lovely to celebrate children’s successes but also to celebrate 
those of our teachers and we would like to congratulate Mrs Huntley for 
achieving Chartered Teacher status.  Chartered Status is a professional 
accreditation that recognises the knowledge, skills and behaviours of 
highly accomplished teachers and school leaders. To be awarded 
Chartered Status you will need to complete a series of assessment 
units, showcasing your professional expertise across a range of areas. 
Mrs Huntley succeeded in doing this with aplomb! Well done Mrs 
Huntley! 
 
Thank you Miss Ellwood for nominating Mrs Huntley for a special 
mention in the school update. I have a few children’s achievements 
which I will be celebrating in our end of term Christmas newsletter – so 
thank you for those who have sent them in recently. Who knows – there 
may be some more staff ones too! 
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Headteacher : Mr A. Farrugia 
 

Growing Hearts and Minds 

https://select.aspens-services.com/account/index
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/


School budgets 
Together with this school update there is a collective letter from myself and my fellow headteachers 
expressing our severe concern at the current situation with school budgets, which most of us are sending 
out tonight.  Do please read.  Teachers and support staff have quite rightly received pay awards recently 
but none of this has been financed by the government. We have been promised future funding in the 
most recent budget, but we don’t know what this will look like and it will be too late to meet the pay 
increases for this year. 
 
Thank you for those who have spoken about their concerns regarding our residential trip for Y6 which 
has been hit by an enormous ‘spike’ in transport costs. We had booked the trip prior to theses increases 
and are keen to continue – at least for this year.  We have offered a different rate for children in receipt 
of free school meals, but this will not help those who don’t quite meet the criteria. 
 
Fortunately, our Y5 trip last year came in at a lower rate than expected and we were able to give a rebate 
which many have used as a credit against this trip, but it is still costly.  
 
The number coming so far is still similar to last year, but I’m very happy to hear of any suggestions which 
might help others join the trip. 

 
Herts Libraries – The Winter Mini Challenge 
From yesterday the Summer Reading Challenge’s baby sibling adventure became available to children 
at www.wintermini.org.uk 
 
To celebrate the Winter Mini Challenge, St Albans, Marshalswick and Harpenden Libraries will be offering 
a small completer’s prize to any child who finishes the challenge.  Unlike the Summer Reading Challenge, 
children do not need to register with the library as all certificates and challenges are online.  However, 
children are more than welcome to visit any Hertfordshire Library to browse their exciting stock of books 
and choose from our great selection to complete the 3 book challenge. 
 

School Office 
We have had a few changes of personnel in our school office.  We would like to welcome Mrs Ashby 
(who has moved from her TA role that she has had for many years), Mrs Snape and Mrs Brattle. Our 
office team provide a key service to our school – without them the job of our teachers would be 
impossible. Thank you to our new joiners! 
 
There have been a number of periods where Mrs Dicks has been greatly stretched due to staff changes 
and we also thank Mrs Thrift , Mrs McCaffrey and Mrs Kelly for providing support over this time and for 
continuing to do so when needed.  
 
Last but not least of course we also greatly thank Mrs Dicks for the amazing job that she has done to 
keep everything going recently, whilst also clerking for our Governing Body!  We don’t know how you do 
it all Mrs Dicks but we are all so pleased that you do! 

 

Have a good weekend - hopefully we will see lots of you tomorrow! 

 
Best wishes, 
 
Mr Farrugia 
 

file:///C:/Users/dicksc/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/LWTQNQXR/www.wintermini.org.uk

