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School Update: 27th January 2023 
 
Dear everyone, 

 
Strike action update 
Last week I explained that there may be strike action by members of the NEU on various days 
over this term. I can confirm today that there will be no strike action next week on Wednesday 
1st February, at Garden Fields. However, members are undecided at this stage about the 
following 3 days earmarked as possible strike days: 1st March, 15th March and 16th March 
2023.  
 
Staff members have been very cooperative in helping us in planning ahead for next week, 
particularly as under legislation there is no compulsion for them to tell us whether they are 
striking or not, right up to the time of the action. I will clarify the situation for the dates in March 
as soon as I know whether any strike action is planned or not. Please be aware that each school 
will be taking a different position, depending upon the number of staff that they have available 
for work. 
 
We will continue to work with our school members of the NEU to ascertain the number of 
teachers who may take action going forward on the next three planned days of action. However, 
it would be sensible to continue to consider alternative childcare arrangements for these future 
dates in March just in case. I will inform you of arrangements as soon as possible.  
 
Although not striking next week, members of the NEU may ‘work to rule’ meaning not attending 
meetings etc. as a way of demonstrating. As I wrote last week, the action is not about issues 
that are specific to our school, but it is about pay, working conditions, recruitment and retention 
in teaching and overall school funding. 
 
Farewell Nicola  
Nicola Dale, our former parent, LEA governor and Chair of Governors officially steps down from 
our governing body at the end of the month. Nicola has been a governor for my whole headship 
at Garden Fields and for the last 3 years as our Chair of Governors. 
 
Nicola has been a passionate and enthusiastic member of our governing body and her wisdom 
and advice, as a former detective inspector, have been a great help to me personally during my 
headship, including during the pandemic period. 
 
Thank you, Nicola, for all that you have done to support the children, staff and parents of Garden 
Fields School.  We wish you the very best for the future! 
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Headteacher : Mr A. Farrugia 
 

Growing Hearts and Minds 



 
 
Year 4 at the O2 for the Young Voices Concert 
 

 
 
 
Great thanks to Miss Wray, Miss Hayden and our Year 
4 team for taking the children to the O2 for the Young 
Voices Concert in London.  I will write a bit more about 
this in our end of half term newsletter, but in the 
meantime, here is a picture from the evening. 
 
 
 
 

 
Have a good weekend everyone. 
 
 
Mr Farrugia 


