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School Update: 3rd February 2023 

Dear Everyone, 
 
It was nice to have some temperatures above freezing this week!  
I have a number of updates for you this week:  
 
Reminder: Our last day before half term is next Wednesday, 8th February, at the usual 
time of 3.15 pm.  
 
We broke up at this time last year as well; this is so our staff can attend the Alban Academies’ 
Trust (AAT) Conference on Thursday 9th February. This was a really inspiring event with lots of 
useful workshops – some led by our own staff – which help to develop the teaching and learning 
expertise of all the teaching and support staff in our trust of schools. There are also other  
workshops aimed at our administrative and finance teams. We will then have a further training 
session on Friday 10th February where our focus will on therapeutic behaviour management 
techniques. 
 
Harpenden House Point Winners (for this half term): 
It was a close-run affair this half term with only 31 points between 4th and 1st (which was well 
worked out by Tom G from Y6 in house assembly this morning), but Harpenden were the 
champions. Congratulations, Harpenden! You have won a non-uniform day on 
Wednesday (8th February), the last day before half term. 
 
Headteacher Vacancy Update 
The Garden Fields headteacher vacancy has now been advertised. Mr Gray, C.E.O for the 
Albans Academies’ Trust, will be updating you on the process to recruit the next headteacher of 
Garden Fields next week. 
 
Environmental Area 

Many thanks to Andrew Pearson and the other parents who supported 
him to put the new bark paths in the environmental space recently. It was 
a wet, cold January weekend – so many thanks for giving up your time 
and warmth for us! 
 
Ms. Palmer, deputy head; Miss Orviss, our eco-committee facilitator (and 
her trusted team of young eco ambassadors) and Mrs Silva, our forest 
schools lead, have some great plans to make this a more accessible 
learning environment for our children to use. They are also looking for 
pond specialists as we want to revive and rejuvenate it. Do let us know 
if you know of anyone! 
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Headteacher : Mr A. Farrugia 
 

Growing Hearts and Minds 



 
PTA 
I attended our PTA committee meeting this week and spoke about plans for the future and 
forthcoming events.  I would like to thank them for their continued hard work and for their support 
for a number of our recent school trips – such as the O2 concert – to bring these costs down. 
Please do get behind their events, and where possible, volunteer. We could also do with some 
more committee members from lower down the school in order to keep our fantastic PTA going! 
 
All parents are automatically members of the PTA and they always welcome new parents to join 
the committee. They are flexible and welcome any help you can give! You can contact them at 
any time by sending an email to: pta@gardenfields.herts.sch.uk. 
 
Wellbeing Wednesday  
As well as being the last day before half term, on the same day we are also running a special 
themed day, Wellbeing Wednesday, to try and help everybody with their mental health and 
wellbeing.  
 
Our staff team have organised some lovely ‘wellbeing activities’ for the children and the PTA is 
paying for a coffee van to be on site from 8.15 a.m. so that parents and staff can have a free 
coffee. The PTA will be selling pastries to raise funds as well. Further details will follow next 
week. 
 
Lost Property  
We have a lot of unnamed lost property in the school lobby area including coats, hats and odd 
gloves; if you are missing anything, please be sure to check lost property before half-term, as 
we will recycle any unwanted items after this time. 
 
Have a good weekend, everybody! 
 
 
Mr Farrugia 
Headteacher 
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