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GFS News

25 September 2026, Issue no 2 Growing Hearts and Minds

Message from the Headteacher

The Outdoor Play and Learning Team (OPAL) have been very busy over the last couple |
of weeks. As well as feedback from children and staff, they are eager to hear from ¥
you to help them shape and monitor the progress and improvements that they are ¥
planning. Please complete the parent survey, which was sent last Monday, by Monday
28" September. Thank you. '
| was able to accompany Y3 on their trip to Celtic Harmony on Monday. They had a
great day learning more about The Stone Age period - thank you to the parents and
family members who were able to support this.

A Fond Farewell to Mr. Mathew Mr. Mathew will be leaving us next week to return to university to
complete a Master’s degree in Physiotherapy. Having worked alongside our teaching support team and
Hub for a few years, we want to say a huge thank you for all his hard work, and we wish him every
success with his postgraduate studies!

Celebrating Miss Elson’s 7 Years with us We are also sending our heartfelt thanks and best wishes to
Miss Elson, our Sports Coach, as she prepares for her next chapter. Over the past seven years, Miss
Elson has brought incredible energy, enthusiasm, and dedication to her role. From leading PE sessions
in school to organising and overseeing countless external sporting events, she has inspired our young
athletes and represented our school brilliantly. We will miss her greatly, but we wish her all the best in
her next adventure!

Paul Sutton, Headteacher p&u&kﬂa\

Walk for Parkinsons

Last weekend, Alex Y6 Osprey, took on a fantastic challenge, walking over 5 miles
through Wendover Woods to raise money for Parkinson’s UK.

Alex and his big sister were determined to complete the course within 1 hour and 30
minutes, as a way of saying thank you to everyone who had supported them. They did
brilliantly and have raised an amazing £500+ so far!

Diary Dates Cross Country
' individual and Sibling On Thursday 24th September, the Year 6 cross-
Monday 28 September
i Photographs country team went to Colney Heath School to
! Girls Football vs Wheatfields compete in a race. There were about 100 girls and

Monday 28 Sepember i\ 5\1e @ GFs boys from 10 other schools. Everyone had to
-------------------------- $osmsmsemsosemaooo-eooooooeooo-oo) complete 3 big laps of the course. It was really fun

Wednesday 30 i Girls Football (StAC Cup Match) . .
September .vs Alban City HOME @ GFS but next time we recommend not eating

.......................................................... beforehand as you get massive stitches!
Thursday 1 October i\';'Vit:ail#iled\éV?S;t:flsﬁlgz\{AY@ All of GFS did brilliantly. Jessica led the way for
; the girls, finishing in 16th place, with Luna,

___________________________________________________________

Monday 5 October ! Harvest Celebration Mirabel, Elsie, Freya and Katya close behind. Max
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" set the pace for the boys, finishing in 3rd, with Zac,

: Boys A Team Football vs .
SkyswoodAWAY@Skyswood James, Dexter, Alex and Ethan close behind.

---------------------------------------------------------- Special thanks
Wednesday 7 October ; EYFS Police visit to Colby for cheering

.......................... .--------------------------------

i Netball vs Maple School HOME | ON enthusiastically

@ GFS from the sidelines!

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" Luna, Max and Zac
' Wear Red Day - Give Racism the

Red Card

- -

Wednesday 7 October
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Year 3 trip to Celtic Harmony

On Monday, we went to Celtic Harmony Camp. When we got out of the coach | saw
dust, bushes, dry leaves and grass. For a moment | thought we were in the dessert
but we weren't. | enjoyed making dens out of wood, leaves, grass, twigs and straw.

Also, it was fun trying to make fire by rubbing two sticks together!

Robin, Y3 Ver

Harvest

We are very fortunate to have a member from St Albans
and District Foodbank coming to talk to some of our
children on Monday 5th October, about the support they
provide families.

Their mission is to bring communities together to end
hunger and poverty in our area by providing
compassionate, practical help with dignity, while
challenging injustice. Your support makes this possible.
Garden Fields will be collecting donations for their Harvest
Appeal (see info graphic).

Please bring donations to the Upper School Hall on the
morning of Monday 5th October. Donations will be
collected after assembly in the morning so please do not
bring after this time.

' O i ‘
Harvest Appeal

Help Support your local foodbank this Harvest!

In the three weeks leading up to Harvest, the food bank will provide
ever 700 food parcels for local individuals and families facing hardship,

“DonateFaod = Donate an item of two from our
shopping list, ensuring we can provide food for
people facing hardship in your local community.

= Bring to our warehouse

+ Drop off at your nearest donation point (see
our wabsite)

+ Order online at
hitpss//givetoday.co.uk/stalbansfoodbank/

- Help to cover the costs of
storing and distributing food, as well as
. developing sustainable projects.

HARVEST 2026
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PTA Update AAAAAKA
The new school year brings some exciting changes to the GFS PTA, GARDEN FIELDS PTA
including a new team of co-chairs. Registared Charity 267318

Thank You!

We would like to say a huge thank you to Jenny Jones and Jane Davda, who are stepping down as PTA
co-chairs this year.

They have done an amazing job, showing great passion and dedication to our school and its children.
Between them, they have contributed an incredible 14 years of PTA membership.

We would also like to thank Jemma Scanlan, Godfrey Dsouza, and Miss McLaughlin who are stepping
down from the committee this year. They have all been invaluable members of the team over the past
few years.

Introducing Our New Co-Chairs

We are pleased to announce that the PTA will now be led by three parent co-chairs:

Anna Reimonte, Alice Mannion and Victoria Palin.

We are looking forward to continuing to help raise vital funds for the school through exciting events for
our community.

The PTA committee is now a small team of just six parents and staff members, so we would really
welcome your support. There are lots of ways to get involved, whether you can help on a regular basis,
or just occasionally.

If you would like to find out more, please email us at pta@gardenfields.aetrust.uk.

Our Fundraising Target

Our main fundraising focus this year will be continuing to support the school’s exciting OPAL
partnership, which many of you will have heard about over the past few weeks.

We have already donated £6,000 towards the kick-off of this project, and will continue raising money
to help fund its next stages.

In addition to this the PTA continue to subsidise all class trips, includin to Celtic
Harmony this week; alongside other regular contributions such as the c

Year 6 LZavers’ Hoodies,ind the coachgfor the U pcom Ing PTA
Year 4 Young Voices event. Events

the Year 3 trip

Autumn-Term Events PTA Pub Meet
. . o 0
We are delighted to be back with an exciting programme of events —

for the autumn term.

Please see our upcoming events.
Come along, get involved and support the PTA!

Christmas Cracker
Many thanks, E
These events rely on the support of parents and
teachers to raise much-nesded funds for the
An ha Alice and Vi ctoria school. If you can spare some time to help make
4 them a success, we'd love te hear from you.
GFS PTA pta@gardenfields.aetrust.uk

[AARCEN FIELDS PT,
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