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The following book list contains titles to appeal to children aged 4-6 in Reception and Year 1. It 
is not intended to be an exhaustive list, but merely a suggested guide. The books consist of a 
range of titles suitable for all ability ranges within this age group, including reluctant readers 
and the most able. Most of these books are available in the school library.  

 
 

 

Funnybones by Janet & Allan Ahlberg 

A big skeleton, a little skeleton and a dog skeleton live in the dark cellar 
of a dark house on a dark hill. The skeletons venture out one night to find 
someone to scare, but everyone is in bed so they amuse themselves by 
scaring each other and playing with the skeleton animals in the zoo. 

 

 

Captain Flinn & The Pirate Dinosaurs by Giles Andreae 

Flinn is at school looking in the art cupboard for some coloured pens to 
finish off his dinosaur drawing when he stumbles upon Captain Stubble, 
a real live Pirate Captain! He tells Flinn that his ship, the Acorn, has been 
stolen and that he needs Flinn to help him rescue it back. Stubble makes 
Flinn the captain and they sail away on an old pirate ship...they finally 
find the Acorn but, to their horror, realise it's been stolen by PIRATE 
DINOSAURS! Captain Flinn must seize control of the ship once more, 
clamber through the boatshed door and back into the art cupboard 
without the teacher even noticing they've been gone! 

 

 

Aesop's Fables by Fulvio Testa & Fiona Waters 

Sixty of the most famous of Aesop's Fables have been updated and 
rewritten by the talented anthologist Fiona Waters, and brought to life by 
Fulvio Testa's detailed illustrations. 
The collection includes classics such as The Fox and the Crow, The 
Town Mouse and the Country Mouse, The Ant and the Cicada, The Hare 
and the Tortoise and The Fox and the Stork. 

 

 
 

Tumtum and Nutmeg by Emily Bearn 

In the broom cupboard Rose Cottage, stands a house fit for two mice. 
The house belongs to Mr and Mrs Nutmouse, or Tumtum and Nutmeg as 
they call each other. Tumtum and Nutmeg have a wonderful life but the 
children who live in Rose Cottage, Arthur and Lucy, are miserable. So, 
one day Tumtum and Nutmeg decide to cheer them up. (Series.) 

 

 

The First, Third Wish by Ian Beck 

When a newly - qualified fairy loses the third wish of three she must 
deliver to a woodcutter, young Dickon finds it. There is no limit to the 
number of times a lost wish may be used, and soon there are sparkly 
cats and magic lemonade bottles all over the place! Can fairy Cobweb 
find the wish and put a stop to Dickon's magic? 
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Life Stinks! by Peter Bently 

Knightmare, follows the misadventures of a trainee knight, Cedric 
Thatchbottom, who serves Sir Percy the Proud – a knight famed 
throughout the land for his glorious deeds. But life at Castle Bombast 
isn’t quite what Cedric was expecting – in fact, it’s a total Knightmare! In 
the first book in the Knightmare series, Life Stinks, Roland the Rotten 
has challenged Percy the Proud to a duel. But the famous knight refuses 
to take part because he's lost his lucky underpants. It turns out that 
Percy is lying to avoid the fight. With his new master's reputation at 
stake, Cedric finds himself stepping up to the challenge... (Series.) 

 

The Monster Crisp-Guzzler by Malorie Blackman 

At her new school, Mira discovers she has a very unusual teacher, a 
teacher who turns into a real-life dragon when she eats crisps! This 
comes in very handy when the class run into trouble on a school trip to 
the seaside... 

 

 

The Enchanted Wood by Enid Blyton 

When Joe, Beth and Frannie move into a new home, they discover a 
mysterious wood on their very doorstep. Soon, they discover that it's 
actually an Enchanted Wood, and home to a wonderful Faraway Tree. 
Inside the Enchanted Wood, they make all kinds of unusual new friends, 
including Moonface, Silky the fairy and the hard-of-hearing Saucepan 
Man, and soon find themselves involved in a host of exciting adventures. 
Best of all is the discovery that strange new lands can be found in the 
clouds at the very top of the Faraway Tree itself - from the Land of Spells 
to the Land of Treats to the Land of Do-As-You-Please. 

 

 

Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown 

Meet Stanley Lambchop, the ordinary boy with an extraordinary problem. 
He’s been four feet tall, about a foot wide but only half an inch thick ever 
since a big noticebaord fell on him and flattens him out. But Stanley has 
all sorts of adventures, from being rolled up, sent in the post and even 
flown like a kite. But as Stanley discovers it’s not always fun to be 
different all the time.  
(Also a series of Flat Stanley’s adventures in short chapter books.) 

 

 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle 

A newly hatched caterpillar eats his way through all kinds of food 

in this story aimed at the very young. 
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Clarice Bean, That's Me by Lauren Child 

All Clarice Bean wants is a bit of peace and quiet. But that can be hard to 
find in a house where your little brother is being utterly annoying, your 
big brother is in the dark tunnel of adolescence and your granddad's 
pouring soup on his cornflakes. 

 

 

Bears Don't Read! by Emma Chichester Clark 

George is sure there is more to life than fishing and chatting which is 
what the other bears do. When he finds a book he soon realises that it 
contains something very special. But how can he find out what? All 
George wants is someone to teach him how to read but who will ever 
help a bear to do that? Luckily, just as he is about to be arrested by the 
local police force, Clementine steps in and takes charge. Soon clever 
George is a reader after all. 

 

 

The Enormous Crocodile by Roald Dahl 

'I won't be full up until I've eaten at least three juicy children'! The 
Enormous Crocodile is the greediest creature in the whole jungle and he 
loves eating children! He's a terrible boaster and thinks he's really smart 
with his secret plans and clever tricks. But he's not as clever as the other 
animals and they plan to ruin his wicked schemes and teach him a 
lesson he won't forget. 

 

 

Fantastic Mr Fox by Roald Dahl 

Boggis, Bunce and Bean are just about the nastiest and meanest three 
farmers you could meet, and they hate Mr Fox. They are determined to 
get him. They lie in wait outside his hole, each one crouching behind a 
tree with his gun loaded, ready to shoot, starve or dig him out. Mr Fox 
has other plans. 

 

George’s Marvellous Medicine by Roald Dahl 

Young George mixes a medicine to make his nasty grandmother more 
likable, and once she drinks it she grows to immense proportions. 
George's father wants the formula to breed a race of super-size 
livestock, but George can't duplicate the recipe. His fourth try is a potion 
that shrinks the drinker to nothing - and greedy Grandma drinks it. 
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The Day with Crayons Quit by Drew Daywait 

When Duncan goes to take out his crayons one day he finds a stack of 
letters inside. Every crayon has something to say. The red crayon 
complains he is used too much – too many things such as fire engines 
and strawberries are red; the purple crayon is a neat minded soul and 
hates it that so much of Duncan’s drawing goes outside the lines; the 
black crayon hates just to be used for outlines – and so on! Saddest of 
all, the peach crayon has lost his wrapping – how can he come out of the 
box naked? In an attempt to satisfy them all, Duncan does a final 
drawing. 

 

 

I Am Henry Finch by Alexis Deacon 

All finches make a lot of noise! Henry Finch has grown up with a terrible 
racket all around him from morning until night. But he is sure that there 
could be more to life – if only he could have space to think! How one 
brave little finch becomes a hero and gives all the other finches the 
chance to do their own thing is beautifully realised in Viviane Schwarz’s 
witty thumb print illustrations. 

 

Abracazebra by Helen Docherty 

Yawnalot is a sleepy old town until Abracazebra rides in on her bicycle. 
Suddenly, all the animals flock to see her incredible magic show - all 
except Goat, who is grumpy and jealous of her. But in the end, even 
Goat is won over and realises that everybody needs a little magic. 

 

 

Hairy Maclary from Donaldson’s Dairy by Lynley Dodd 

Hairy Maclary goes off for a walk in town, followed by doggish friends of 
all shapes and sizes. One by one they join Hairy Maclary until they meet 
SCARFACE CLAW! Scarface Claw is the toughest Tom in town, and 
causes all the others to run for home.  

 

 

The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson 

A rhyming story about a clever little mouse and a monster. When mouse 
goes for a walk in a dangerous forest, he invents tales of a fantastic 
creature called a Gruffalo to scare off his enemies. Imagine his surprise 
when he meets a real Gruffalo! 
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Monkey Puzzle by Julia Donaldson 

Can butterfly help little monkey find his mum? Yes, finally, but only after 
a lot of trial and error as butterfly misunderstands monkey's descriptions 
and leads him to all sorts of unsuitable animals. 

 

 

The Pirates Next Door by Jonny Duddle 

The Jolley-Rogers - a pirate family, are moving to Dull-on-Sea, a 
quiet seaside town. Stopping to fix up their ship, this unusual 
family get the whole neighbourhood spreading rumours. Defying 
the grown-ups, Matilda from next door decides to become friends 
with the youngest pirate son. When the Jolley-Rogers leave, the 
town discovers they were wrong to assume the worst - the pirate 
clan have buried treasure in everyone's gardens. Matilda feels sad 
until she discovers her own treasure - an incredibly exciting new 
pen friend. 

 

 

Mr Wolf’s Pancakes by Jan Fearnley 

Mr Wolf loves pancakes. He’s sure he can make himself a tasty batch 
but he is not certain of the recipe. Perhaps his neighbours can help? 
When no one offers to help him, Mr Wolf takes control and makes his 
own pancakes. They are delicious. And guess who wants to eat them? 

 

Miss Happiness and Miss Flower by Rumer Godden 

When little Nona is sent from her sunny home in India to live with her 
relatives in chilly England, she is miserable. Then a box arrives for her in 
the post and inside, wrapped up in tissue paper, are two little Japanese 
dolls. A slip of paper says their names are Miss Happiness and Miss 
Flower. Nona thinks that they must feel lonely too, so far away from 
home. Then Nona has an idea – she will build her dolls the perfect 
house! It will be just like a Japanese home in every way. It will even have 
a tiny Japanese garden. And as she begins to make Miss Happiness and 
Miss Flower happy, Nona finds that she is happier too. 

 

 

The Sheep in Wolf’s Clothing by Bob Hartman 

Bored with life as a sheep – and especially bored with the food on offer -  
Little Sheep makes a bold but very, very foolish decision that being a 
wolf would be more fun. But, when she is invited home for a meal by a 
new friend thinks begin to get very scary. Can Little Sheep save herself 
and her parents? 
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Lost and Found by Oliver Jeffers 

Once there was a boy and one day a penguin arrives on his doorstep. 
He decides to take the penguin home himself, and they set out in his row 
boat on a journey to the South Pole. But when they get there, the boy 
discovers that maybe home wasn't what the penguin was looking for 
after all! This book offers a tale of friendship and loneliness. 

 

 

Squishy Mcfluff: the Invisible Cat! by Pip Jones 

Can you see him? My kitten? Close your eyes tight. His fur is so soft and 
all silvery white Imagine him quick! Have you imagined enough? Oh, 
good, you can see him! It's Squishy McFluff! When Ava discovers an 
imaginary cat in the cabbage patch, she knows she's found a new best 
friend. Together, Ava and Squishy McFluff get up to all kinds of 
mischief... (Series.) 

 

 

The Tiger Who Came to Tea by Judith Kerr 

When a tiger turns up on the doorstep one day, the little girl and her 
mother just welcome him right in and offer him tea. He sits neatly at the 
table and eats his way quietly through every scrap of food in the house 
and every drop of drink, too. Then, just as politely, he takes his leave. 
When Dad comes home, there’s nothing left for him so he takes the 
whole family out for supper. 

 

 

The Hodgeheg by Dick King-Smith 

Max is a hedgehog who lives with his family in a nice little home, but 
unfortunately on the wrong side of the road from the Park, with its 
beautiful lily pond, and more importantly its juicy slugs, worms and 
snails! The busy road is a dangerous barrier but Max notices that 
humans seem to cross it quite easily. If they can, why can't hedgehogs? 
So Max sets out on a quest to find a safe way to reach the Park. His first 
attempt ends in a nasty bump on the head, and Max finds when he tries 
to speak his words are all mixed up. He is now a Hodgeheg, not a 
hedgehog, but he is still determined to fulfil his mission. After some 
careful detective work, Max eventually discovers the best way to cross 
the road - with the help of the lollipop lady, of course! 

 

 

The Sheep Pig by Dick King-Smith 

When Babe, the little orphaned piglet, is won at a fair by Farmer Hogget, 
he is adopted by Fly, the kind-hearted sheep-dog. Babe is determined to 
learn everything he can from Fly. He knows he can't be a sheep-dog. But 
maybe, just maybe, he might be a sheep-pig. 
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Something Missing by Jill Lewis 

Somewhere, not so far away, there's a cave filled with wonderful 
creatures. All the Little Somethings, and all the Big Somethings, are 
having a picnic to celebrate Trippety Doodah Day. But there is one 
missing Little Something. No-one knows where Little Hogwash can be. 
So everybody searches for him. Meanwhile, Little Something Trunky puts 
the finishing touches to the scooter he is converting for the trip. But he 
hears that a little something missing and this wordplay leads to some fun 
confusion as the tale unfolds.  
 

 

 

The Story of Doctor Dolittle by Hugh Lofting 

Doctor Dolittle likes animals. In fact, he likes them so much he fills his 
house with every kind of creature imaginable and even learns to talk their 
language. And when the Doctor hears of a terrible sickness among the 
monkeys in Africa, soon he and his animal friends are setting off on the 
most unforgettable adventure . . . 

 

 

Miranda the Explorer by James Mayhew 

Miranda wins a balloon ride - but the rope snaps and away she goes, 
over seas, mountains and deserts. She touches down at the Taj Mahal 
and the Pyramids, flies over the Great Wall of China, visits Japan, almost 
falls into a river full of crocodiles in Australia, makes some new friends at 
the Leaning Tower of Pisa - and much more. 

 

 

Digory the Dragon Slayer by Angela McAllister 

Digory is an ordinary, quiet, dreamy and gentle boy. He likes playing his 
lute, singing songs and picnicking in the forest - quite unlike all the other 
boys in his village of Batty-by-Noodle. When he stumbles upon a large 
tooth while poking about in the sticks and nonchalantly tucks it in his hat, 
little does he suspect the awesome welcome he will get on his return to 
the village that day. Hailed as a hero for slaying a dragon (which, as we 
know, he never did) and hurriedly knighted for his courageous act, 
Digory is sent off on his deaf horse, Barley, to be a chivalrous knight and 
perform chivalrous deeds. Digory is not really a dragon slayer but, in 
spite of this fact, will he be able to live up to his name, save the day and 
the damsel of his dreams? 

 

 

The Pirates’ Picnic by Angela McAllister 

Life is a bit glum on the bad ship Skullywag.  Jim the cabin boy wants to 
cheer up the crew. So he plans a picnic but the gloomy crew aren’t keen 
at all.  Picnics had never been much fun before.  Things go from bad to 
worse when a storm capsizes their boat and leaves them without any 
food or pirate games.  Will Jim be able to rescue the picnic and put a 
smile back on those grumpy pirate faces?   
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Rainbow Magic: Ruby The Red Fairy by Daisy Meadows 

When Rachel and Kirsty meet on the ferry to Rainspell Island one 
summer holiday, they have no idea that such incredible adventures with 
the fairies await them! In this first book in the series, Rachel and Kirsty 
meet Ruby the Red Fairy at the end of the rainbow... 
 
Each of the 23 series includes 7 books focused on a central theme. 
There are also a range of Early Readers too. 

 

 

Pigsticks and Harold and The Incredible Journey by Alex 

Milway 

A wonderfully humorous adventure for Pigsticks and his friend Harold 
when they decide they must set off on a journey of discovery to the Ends 
of the Earth. Pigsticks is determined to prove that he has the mettle of 
his forbears, Harold turns up just in time for an adventure of his lifetime! 
Pigsticks loves adventure, luckily, Harold has a lot of commonsense – 
and a great deal of cake! (Series.) 

 

 

Gobbolino, the Witch's Cat by Ursula Moray Williams 

With his sparky whiskers and magic tricks, no one could mistake 
Gobbolino for a simple kitchen cat, but that's just what the witch's 
kitten wants to be. Instead of learning how to turn mice into toads 
for the witch's brew, Gobbolino sets out on an adventure to find a 
family and a home of his own. 

 

The Adventures of the Little Wooden Horse by Ursula 

Moray Williams 

When Uncle Peder the toymaker falls on hard times, his little wooden 
horse must go out into the world to seek his fortune. But whether he's 
working in a coal mine, sailing the seven seas with a band of pirates, or 
walking the tightrope in a circus, the loyal little horse only has one wish: 
to return to his beloved master. 

 

 

The Castle in the Field by Michael Morpurgo 

Chris, Lisa and Tom spend their days in their secret hide-out in the 
Castle, an old WWII pill-box. But the Castle is on Old Rafferty's 
land, and he hates kids. They find themselves in big trouble when 
some local lads lock them in and there is no one around for miles... 
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Cat Tales: The Cat Who Wasn't There by Linda Newberry 

Vincent loves painting, but recently, his pictures - and his life - have been 
missing something...So when Vincent sees a flash of white in his garden, 
he is overjoyed. Could it really be Snow, his beloved cat? But Snow died 
a year ago, and he sadly realizes that this new white cat is his 
neighbours' pet, Skitter. Haunted by sad dreams of Snow, Vincent 
doesn't feel like painting at all any more. He starts to feel better when he 
is asked to look after Skitter during his neighbours' holiday, but then 
disaster strikes when Skitter escapes! However, it's when Vincent sets 
out to track down the errant cat that he also discovers the secret to 
improving his paintings - new paintings - with just the right hint of 
purriness... 

 

 

Crayon by Simon Rickerty 

Colouring is fun! Colouring is great! As long as you keep your crayon on 
YOUR side of 
the paper... 
A bit of red here. A bit of red there. A bit of red... HEY! You’re colouring 
on my side! 
This bit of the book is for BLUE. 
So begins a colourful squabble that takes an unexpected turn. 

 

 

Skulduggery by Tony Robinson 

Ben is a pirate at heart who is not at all happy when he discovers on his 
first day at school that there are no walk-the-plank and cutlass classes. 
That is until Ben's class mate, short John Silver arrives. These two boys 
get up to all sorts of skulduggery and before long the school finds they 
have a mutiny on their hands. 

 

 

Where The Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak 

One night Max puts on his wolf suit and makes mischief of one kind and 
another, so his mother calls him 'Wild Thing' and sends him to bed 
without his supper. That night a forest begins to grow in Max's room and 
an ocean rushes by with a boat to take Max to the place where the wild 
things are. Max tames the wild things and crowns himself as their king, 
and then the wild rumpus begins. But when Max has sent the monsters 
to bed, and everything is quiet, he starts to feel lonely and realises it is 
time to sail home to the place where someone loves him best of all. 

 

 

The Cat In The Hat by Dr. Seuss 

When the Cat in the Hat steps in on the mat, Sally and her brother 
are in for a roller-coaster ride of havoc and mayhem! The Cat can 
rescue them from a dull rainy day, but it means lots of thrills and 
spills along the way. A well-loved classic! 
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Horrid Henry by Francesca Simon 

Introducing Horrid Henry, the boy who throws food, snatches, pushes 
and, above all, HATES his younger brother Perfect Pete. Henry’s 
behaviour at home, at his dancing class, with his friend Moody Margaret 
and on holiday is always outrageous as he follows his own logic about 
why he should do all the very bad things that he does. 

 

 

Dinosaur Cove: Attack of the Lizard King by Rex Stone 

It's a pretty awesome place, as Jamie and Tom discover when they find 
the fossilized footprints which lead them to the world of dinosaurs. There 
are all kinds of amazing creatures here, including a friendly 
wannanosaurus to join them on their travels. But as the boys begin to 
explore the strange prehistoric world, little do they know that they're 
being watched. A gigantic T-Rex has spotted the boys, and he's heading 
their way . . . (Series.) 

 

 

Pirate School: Just a Bit of Wind by Jeremy Strong 

It's the first day at Pirate School for Ziggy, Smudge, Carkella and Flo and 
they have lots of new things to contend with. Their headteacher is the 
scary Patagonia Clasterbotton and they have to take lessons include 
walking the plank and hand-to-hand fighting. When out on the pirate ship 
a storm blows up, resulting in the children having to rescue Patagonia 
when she's swept overboard, and they learn that really Patagonia is not 
so scary after all! (Series.) 

 

 

Hoot Owl, Master of Disguise by Sean Taylor 

Hoot Owl flies through the midnight air quick as a shooting star, wingtip 
pointing like some kind of avian superhero. When he spots a tasty rabbit 
he prepares to gobble it up by slipping into disguise as - a carrot! 
Surprise, surprise, it doesn’t work and the rabbit hops away. Still hungry, 
Hoot Owl tries some more clever disguises – first attempting fluffy sheep, 
then ornamental birdbath! At last, ‘eyes glittering like sardines’, he 
manages to successfully sneak up on a pizza and eats it with his ‘deadly-
dangerous beak’.  

 

Robot Rumpus by Sean Taylor 

When Mum and Dad hand over the babysitting to a bunch of robots they 
have no idea just how much chaos will follow. All starts well with Cook-
Bot and Clean-Bot doing their jobs brilliantly but then everything begins 
to go very, very wrong! 

 

 

Winnie the Witch by Valerie Thomas 

Winnie the Witch lives in a black house. She has black chairs and black 
stairs, black floors and black doors. The trouble is that Winnie's cat, 
Wilbur, is also black. After sitting on him and tripping over him, Winnie 
decides to turn Wilbur into a green cat. But then he goes out into the long 
grass! Winnie is going to need a little magic to make sure she can 
always see Wilbur . . .  (Series.) 
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The Owl Who Was Afraid of The Dark by Jill Tomlinson 

Plop is a baby owl who is afraid of the dark and his parents are 
desperate to make him accept his position in life as an owl and fly at 
night. He is sent out to meet a variety of characters: a boy scout, a little 
girl and an old lady among others, all of who provide a different view on 
the darkness. He soon discovers, through a variety of new friends, that 
dark can be fun and exciting and magical! Nevertheless, it is only when 
Plop meets a night-prowling cat that he truly comes to understand his 
destiny. 

 

 

The Slightly Annoying Elephant by David Walliams 

What's big, blue, bossy, and turns up uninvited? A slightly annoying 
elephant, of course! Introducing a magnificently warm and funny picture 
book from two remarkable talents.  A magnificently warm and funny 
picture book that tells the story of a boy called Sam who is amazed to 
find a rather annoying elephant on his doorstep! 

 

 

The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams 

In the nursery, only the toys that are old and wise truly understand what 
it means to be Real. The Velveteen Rabbit, a newcomer to the nursery, 
asks one of the most knowledgeable toys, the Skin Horse, what being 
real means. “Real isn’t how you’re made,” says the Skin Horse. “It’s a 
thing that happens to you. When a child loves you for a long, long time, 
not just to play with, but REALLY loves you, then you become real. It 
doesn’t happen all at once. You become . . .” And so begins the 
Velveteen Rabbit’s journey towards becoming real – through the love of 
a child . . . 

 

 

Woozy the Wizard: A Broom to Go Zoom by Elli Wollard 

In the faraway village of Snottington Sneeze Lived a wizened old wizard 
with knocketty knees. Woozy the Wizard loves his old broom - not too 
small, not too big - but it is a little rusty. So when he spies a Shiny New 
Shop with Hoovers he can't believe his luck! If only he could make his 
new hoover go zoom... 

 


