
 
 
  

 

 

 

School Update 28/05/21 

Dear Parents, 

The accompanying newsletter is based on the work that pupils have created in response to our 
assembly to commemorate National Children’s Day earlier in the term.  This week’s newsletter is a 
‘children’s takeover’ edition featuring the work of year groups 1, 5 and 6. 

In a future edition this term we will do the same thing with work from year groups 2, 3 and 4. 

In this update we have a number of important news items to alert you to. 

Consultation over pupil numbers 
Please read the attached important consultation letter regarding mine and our Governing Body’s 
proposal to reduce the number of children that we admit each year to 60, beginning not this 
September, but in September 2022. This may seem a long way off but the consultation needs to 
begin now. As explained in the letter, whereas just a few years ago local numbers were growing 
vastly and many primary schools in the area were being asked to expand, these high levels have 
begun to fall off over the last few years across St Albans. 

By reducing our Publish Admissions Number (PAN) to 60 from 2022 our financial position which has 
improved enormously over the last two years will be sustained and it will also give us additional 
classroom space which will be very useful going forwards. 

The eventual reduction in staff will be managed by natural movement which is another reason to 
plan early for a lower PAN – which is why we need to consult early.  There is more information in the 
attached letter. 

Covid response changes for after half-term 
We have some small changes to our Covid Risk Assessment coming into place after half-term.  Myself 
and Mr de Bruin have been slowly allowing parents to exit at different ends of the school. Sometimes 
by restricting the exits we are actually creating more bottlenecking! As such, and as we are outside 
where Covid transmission is far less likely, we are removing the one-way system from the Monday 
after half term. We do however insist that you still wear masks, continue to use the same drop off 
and collection points for your children and continue not to approach staff other than those on duty 
at the beginning or end of the school day.  Please continue instead to pass messages on via the 
school office admin address.  

We still await guidance around the potential changes to the Government’s Lockdown measures from 
21st June, if indeed they still happen.  Once we know more, we will know whether we can make any 
other changes to our Covid measures. 

Restricted Times for Cars on our School Site 
Please note that something we aim to continue ‘post pandemic’ is to continue to keep all motor 
vehicles, including those belonging to staff, off site between 8.30 and 9.00 a.m. in the morning and 
3.00 and 3.25 p.m. in the afternoon. This will help to keep our children safe. 
 
Please also use the pavements and pathways when entering and leaving the Hub rather than 
crossing the carpark. It is much safer and a good habit to get your children into. Thank you. 
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Alban Academies Trust update 
As I communicated earlier in the year, due to the Lockdown at the start of 2021, our admission into 
the Alban Academies Trust was delayed this year but we are on full course now to join from 1st 
September 2021. We look forward to the collaborative opportunities that this will afford us as well 
as the potential to get best value when procuring contracts for services.  If you would like to find out 
more about the Trust then do have a look at:  
https://albanacademiestrust.org.uk/ 
 
Reports and Parent Teacher Consultations 
School reports will be issued to parents on Friday 25th June 2021 and we will be holding our Parent 
Teacher Consultations on Wednesday 30th June and Thursday 1st July. We will conduct the 
consultations via video call using the SchoolCloud system as before. We will email further details, 
including how to book, after half term. 
 
Roof Work and Summer Holiday Clubs 
I met the HCC Project Manager and his selected team of surveyors this week to talk more about our 
lower school roof work. The work will be taking place in the Autumn term but will not involve the 
evacuation of children as all the work will be from above. 
It also means that our summer holiday clubs can continue which is great news!  More information 
on these will follow. 
 
Covid Tests 
Please remember to notify us if your child has a positive Covid result on either Saturday (29th May) 
or Sunday (30th May). This is so we can fulfil our track and trace responsibilities. Please email 
admin@gardenfields.herts.sch.uk and we will contact you. 
 
Music Competition Reminder 
You may have seen on Seesaw that Miss Wray and our music captains have advertised a special 
Music Talent Show. If not, do have a look as there is a video in which two of our music captains 
explain the details of the competition. It is open to everyone; the only thing they ask is that when 
the children video themselves/their group they then upload it to Seesaw. The Music Captains will be 
judging the entries and giving house points. The deadline for entry is Monday 7th June (the day after 
half term). 
If we are able to have our GFS music festival on 10th July then we will also give some performance 
slots (on a live stage) for those who really impress! If any children are performing as a group, they 
should choose only one person to upload the video please. 
We can’t wait to see your entries! 
 
Congratulations Miss Phillips 
It just leaves me to say congratulations to Miss Phillips who will be getting married over half term.  
After half term she will be returning as Mrs Soans! 
 
We hope that you and your groom have a fantastic day!  

Have a good half term everyone. 

Best wishes, 

Mr Farrugia 
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