
  

 

 

 

2nd July 2021 

School Update 02/07/2021 

Dear Parents 

Today you will be receiving details about your new child’s class and teacher for next year. Usually 

class teachers would talk to the children before they go home, but with some year groups isolating 

this year, they won’t know until you tell them – so please do share the news with them! 

 

Bubble Closures and Associated Issues 

Well everything seemed to be going to plan as we headed towards the end of this term, until last 

Friday! I was beginning to worry that we had done something wrong, but in my conversations with 

Herts Public Health they tell me that they have been inundated with cases across the county. 

According to the ‘Zoe’ App today, cases in St Albans area have risen to 694, up by a hundred from last 

week. 

We have reports now of four confirmed cases and another suspected in Y4, six confirmed in Y1 and 

three in Y3. Some of these are staff members, who despite being vaccinated, are quite ill, although 

thankfully with nobody hospitalised.  Hopefully, the vaccinations are keeping them from experiencing 

severe illness. 

We also hope that our prompt action has reduced the number of potential cases, but I cannot be 

certain that year group bubbles won’t close in the future. 

We have had queries regarding whether classes need to isolate, when sometimes children may have 

only mixed with their own class, and the time in school has sometimes been limited to an hour or two 

in the morning. However, children in year groups are sharing entrances, toilets and corridors and 

therefore we cannot be certain that they are not close contacts of others in the bubble.  In the eyes 

of Public Health, close contact can mean someone who has been within one metre of somebody with 

the virus for only one minute.  And it doesn’t matter to Public Health whether the children have been 

inside or outside.  

I know this is very frustrating for parents and carers, that just a few cases can keep so many children 

off and I also realise that the bubble system has raised a great deal of controversy in the press. There 

has also been some speculation from the government about stopping the need for whole bubbles to 
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self-isolate. However, the change has not yet been made, and it might well not change until 19th July 

at the earliest.  Therefore, until we are told otherwise, we have to follow government guidance. 

We have been receiving some requests for children to break their self-isolation so that they can attend 

particular events that they participate in outside of school.  I don’t however have the authority to 

advise parents and carers to act unlawfully, so therefore I cannot give consent for this. We are also 

receiving requests for children to stay at home so that they will not have to isolate before an 

important event and I am afraid that I cannot authorise this either, nor children who are being kept 

off due to fear of the rising number of cases. 

I have also had enquiries about tuition for pupils who have had to isolate this year. Please note from 

my previous correspondences that we have a dedicated catch-up plan to enable pupils to catch up on 

their learning, including support from specialist teachers and TAs.  It is also important that children 

engage well with any remote learning so that they don’t fall behind. We plan to give children, where 

necessary, further support next term. 

Please continue to have contingency plans in place for if we do send a Bubble home and make sure 

that your contact details are up to date. We do hope that we won’t have to send home any more 

groups of children, but we cannot of course rule this out. 

Covid Tests 

Just a reminder that if your child displays any Covid-19 symptoms then you will need to arrange for 

them to have a Covid PCR test. A lateral flow test will not suffice.  The government guidance remains 

the same in that if anyone at home is displaying symptoms then the whole household should self-

isolate. If the PCR result is negative (please send us a copy) then your child(ren) can return to school 

if they are well enough to do so.  We are aware that this is particularly frustrating if your child has 

previously had a test, returned to school and then presented with new symptoms. 

Please inform us as soon as possible if your child tests positive so we can fulfil our track and trace 

responsibilities. This is all obviously inconvenient but we do need to continue to be cautious if we are 

to all play our part in combating the spread of this disease and see the Lockdown measures continue 

to diminish.   

Sports Days 

These will of course have been impacted by bubble closures, but we intend to try and give everyone 

their Sports Day session by the end of term if we can.  The weather isn’t looking great for next week 

either and so we may have to ‘move’ some sessions to other days before the summer holidays if 

necessary.  

Reception are due to have theirs on Monday, Y1 on Tuesday morning and Y3 on Tuesday afternoon.  

We are using our Y6 Sports Captains to help score but they will be kept right back from the children 



and not supervising them this year and as you know, we sadly won’t be having spectators, but we do 

want to give everyone their sports event if possible.  

Y5 and Y6 will have their sports on Wednesday. Weather permitting, they will have sporting activities 

throughout the day. We will have our Sports Day for Y4 when they return the next week – the exact 

day is to be confirmed. 

Year 6 events 

We are keeping everything crossed that our Y6’s will remain with us until the end of term. I had an 

emergency talk with the team this week. We had initially hoped that by the summer, Covid cases 

would be in decline and we would be able to have some performances of our Y6 Leavers’ play in the 

hall.   

However, given the current increase in cases, we are now planning to film the scenes for the end of 

year play, so that we at least have something for the end of term- just in case the Bubble has to isolate 

at some point.  All being well, we will also film the children performing the whole show in one take in 

the last full week of term and then make either or both films available for parents and carers.  

Y6 are now planning a ‘Virtual Enterprise Week’ where they will be raising finds or their trip to 

Stanborough on the last Monday of term! We will be writing to parents with more details shortly.  We 

are also planning to have our Leavers’ assembly outside on the school field on the last day, Tuesday 

20th July.  Restrictions are supposed to end by then but we will keep all other year groups away, 

distance the chairs and finish with a Year 6 picnic. School will end at 1:15pm. 

Please keep the whole morning free if you can; the exact start time is to be confirmed. The evening 

party for the children will take place outside on the school field.  Let’s hope we can keep them right 

up until the end of term! If the worst does come to the worst, I am discussing with our SLT about how 

– if we don’t have any restrictions - we can bring back our current Y6 for a ‘graduation ceremony’ one 

evening in the Autumn term. 

 

An exciting weekend for football fans 

I hope that you can enjoy the weekend - and for England fans the game on Saturday! I believe it was 

Ver class who drew them in our sweepstake – so it will be a double celebration for them if they win!  

It’s coming home..! 

Best wishes, 

 

Mr Farrugia 


