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Garden Fields School Newsletter
Curriculum and Achievement
End of Spring Term Edition

1st April 2022

Growing Hearts and Minds
So we come to the end of the Spring term and in our half termly update we share with you a
huge range of curricula and extra curricula news as well as several achievements from our
children that have taken place outside of school. It is always encouraging to see our children
living the values and demonstrating good learning behaviours outside of the classroom too!

Summer Term Dates
Please note that Mrs Dicks has updated our dates for the summer term on the school website
calendar including our Sports Days, residential trip meeting dates and provisional days for the
Y6 leavers’ shows. Do please take a look!
We have set aside 2 days for the Y6 leavers performances this year as we may split the cast
into 2, to allow for more speaking roles as it is the first time that we will have performed it
with three classes. We will have school afternoon and evening performances on each of those
days - we will confirm exact timings once we have agreed the casting later in the term.
We also have the return of our PTA Summer Fair on Saturday 9th July.

Wellbeing Week
Dance, music and sport are great ways for us to relax and improve our sense of wellbeing and it
was with this thought that our music team of Miss Wray, Miss Hayden and Mrs Lawrence in
collaboration with dance supremo Jenny Marie, and our sports team of Miss Elson, Mr
Pidgeon and Mr Hassan laid on a week of songs, dance and sports activities for the children. The
Easter bunny also made an appearance with mini chocolate eggs provided by our PTA and
beautifully and painstakingly wrapped by Mrs Corley, Miss Gibbs, Mrs Smith and their
children!
On Tuesday we also had a great mini outdoor concert from our Key Stage 1 choir and on
Wednesday our Key Stage 2 choir led by Miss Wray and our orchestra conducted by Miss Hayden
performed in our upper school hall.
Thank you to everyone who helped to organise a great final week to the term.
More pictures on the next page.

Have a great Easter Holiday Everybody
We will see you back on

Thursday 21st April 2022
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Music, Sport and Wellbeing Week
continued

Growing Hearts and Minds

Netball Champions
You may remember from one of our recent updates that our netball team won the annual district
netball tournament at St Albans High School. Their achievements have doubled in the past week as
they have also been crowned as the St Albans and District Super League champions for the 2021/22
season.
This means that after qualifying from the group leagues this year they then competed in a mini
‘champions league’ and finished top of the group.
Many congratulations to the children and again thank you to Miss Elson and Miss Kirton and to Mrs
Rowland, Miss Gallagher and Mr Pidgeon for their support with training over the year too.
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Year 1
Sometimes I stumble upon some interesting events as I wander around the school. I had just
finished a lunchtime duty a couple of weeks ago when I saw Year 1 having a fashion show—skipping
through the willow tree archway in our environmental area showing off the crowns that they had
made as part of their Enchanted Woodland topic.
In this topic our woodland area was also used for a scavenger hunt, to inspire descriptive writing and
for scientific classification. They also used Chromebooks and iPads to research information about
trees, leaves and woodland creatures.
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World Book Day
Thank you to everyone for getting into the spirit of World Book Day this term. The children enjoyed
a number of book related activities such as Y4 listening to authors and illustrators giving tips on
creating imaginary worlds and interesting characters, Year 2 sharing stories and our reception
children acting out fairy tales. Cleo in Y5 came to show me some of her excellent work that day and I
just had to get a Mary Poppins picture with my respective book character!

Predators

Y3 had an Exotic Animal workshop as part of their Predators topic this term, during which I
encountered them learning about a giant tortoise. They were amazed by how heavy they
are. Not sure who the tall person on the right was who managed to ever so gently lift it!

Growing Hearts and Minds

VE Day in Y6
Year 6 had a World War 2 VE Day party yesterday.
They were busy preparing for it this week, making cakes using rationing ingredients
and also making bunting.
They enjoyed the afternoon eating the cakes they had made, listening to 40’s jazz and
Churchill’s VE Day speech!
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Reach out for Refugees Day
Thank you to our house captains for collecting money on Reach Out For Refugees day. The theme was very
much about supporting all those who have had the terrible experience of leaving their homes to flee to
other countries for safety.
Inevitably, given the current situation, some chose to represent the Ukrainian colours in support of those
escaping the current war. Astrid, part Ukrainian herself, made yellow and blue badges for her class mates
and Mrs Earnshaw, from our administration team, felted some merino wool hearts in blue and yellow and
sold them to staff as a fundraiser.
Over £18,000 has been raised for this initiative so far. If you would still like to contribute then the link is:

justgiving.com/campaign/ReachOutForRefugees
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Fencing Success
A team of fencers representing Garden Fields competed against Fleetville
Juniors in the Hertfordshire School’s League recently, winning by 45 points
to 26 in what coach Andy Hall described as a ‘swashbuckling victory!’
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Bird Box Competition
Thank you for your support with the Eco Team’s birdbox competition. The Eco Team
were delighted to award Hugo (Year 3 Thames) and Amy (Year 5 Moorhen) with their
prizes. Hugo chose a beautiful bug box and Amy decided on a cosy birdbox.

Fortunately, we still have several bird and bug boxes available and have decided to
extend the competition deadline to the 28th April. The Eco Team visited each class this
week to show them their potential prizes and the children were very excited.
We also reminded the children that the money raised from the competition will be
used to purchase litter picking equipment and to buy supplies to reinvigorate our
environmental area.
Please complete the bird quiz that will be sent home with your child if you wish; you
do not have to complete the whole quiz - all entries will be considered.
Please send in a £1 entry fee and the quiz with your child’s name and class. Any entries
that have already been received will be re-entered.

Eco team reps George,
Rebecca and Grace
show the boxes

Hugo with his new
box!

The boxes come with
guidance on usage

Helpers still needed for environmental area
We put out a request last week for any volunteers to support with this—we haven’t heard back
from anyone yet—but if you are interested then do contact us. We would be very grateful for any
help!

Growing Hearts and Minds
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Book Cover Winners

Congratulations to our book cover competition winners! For the infants the
winners were Alex and Autumn and for the juniors Quinn and Nikita.
Well done to all of you and thank you also to everyone else who took part it was a tough choice!

Growing Hearts and Minds

Mothers’ Day Sale
Thank you to our PTA for arranging this year’s Mothers’ Day sale.
It was a lovely spring day for it—unlike the Fathers’ Day sale at which Gill and
the helpers got drenched last year! They also avoided this week’s sudden
change to snow and hail as well!
It was a fun occasion and we hope that everyone enjoyed their gifts.
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Achievements
Leo (Y5) and Ella (Y2) had a toy sale
recently, raising £67.65 for the Disasters
Emergency Committee. Well done children
- very thoughtful of you!

Lacey (Y5) and Sylvie (Y2) have also been
raising funds for the Ukraine as part of the
Red Cross Appeal, by making and selling
loom bands. Well done girls on putting your
creative skills to great use!

Paige (Y6) cut her hair off earlier this term in aid of the Little Princess
Trust. She raised £275. We are very proud of her!

Growing Hearts and Minds
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More Achievements
Back in October Ola (Y3) took part in a
“This is Me” poetry competition organised by the Young Writers publishing.

In January, Ola received a letter from
Young Writers saying that her poem had
been chosen to be published and printed
in a book.
What a great achievement Ola.
Congratulations!

Oliver (Y6 Curlew) recently won a British Cycling
'Muddy Monsters' Cyclo Cross (Cross Country
Cycling) competition in St Albans. Representing
Verulam Cycling Club, Oliver won the U12 event
which featured sprint and endurance race. His
story also made it into the St Albans Advertiser!
https://www.hertsad.co.uk/sport/verulamcycling-club-host-muddy-monsters-8692540
Great to hear about this Oliver - keep up the
good work!

Over the February half term break, Priscillia
participated in the Watford Music Festival
and achieved 3rd in the grade 6 piano
section.
A super achievement Priscilla—well done!

Growing Hearts and Minds
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HCC Have asked that we send you the following information on their behalf:
As we step into spring, we’re encouraging residents to be kind and stay healthy by following simple steps
to live life safely with COVID-19, stop the spread and protect others. For up-to-date information go to
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/covidliving
The simple steps people are encouraged to follow are:
Be kind – respect people wearing masks or keeping their distance from you.
They may well be very vulnerable to infection
Be informed – know your level of risk and get good, trusted advice on managing it
Be vaccinated or boosted – ensure you and those around you are vaccinated when invited
Be safe – manage your risk when socially mixing (hands, face, space, fresh air)

Be prepared – if you get Covid, stay at home and get early treatment should you need it
Be supported – as well as your family and friends, HertsHelp can offer support
COVID-19 vaccination
Vaccination continues to offer the best protection for ourselves and others around us from becoming seriously ill
from COVID-19. There are lots of walk-in options available locally for first, second doses and boosters, you can
find your nearest vaccination centre and also book an appointment at: https://covid.healthierfuture.org.uk/
The national booking system for healthy 5- to -11 year olds to receive their COVID-19 vaccination will open from 2
April. Parents and carers can book appointments at larger vaccination centres and in some community pharmacies. Appointments will also be available at some GP run sites, if so they will contact you directly and you can book
through your practice.
Vaccinations are already available for clinically vulnerable 5- to 11-year-olds, and children in this age group who
live with someone who has a weakened immune system. Until now vaccinations for this ‘at risk’ group of children
have been available through GPs and special schools, but parents and carers will also be able to book through
these through the national booking service from 2 April.
For more information on vaccinations for this age group visit: https://covid.healthierfuture.org.uk/vaccineinformation-for-young-people
Stay at home if you have symptoms
Guidance remains that if you have symptoms of COVID-19, (a high temperature, a new, continuous cough or a
loss or change to your sense of smell or taste), you should stay at home and avoid contact with other people,
regardless of a positive test result. Get advice about staying at home and avoiding contact with others
There is support available locally to help people who need to self-isolate, call HertsHelp on 0300 123 4044, email
info@hertshelp.net or visit www.hertshelp.net
Please don’t send children and young people back to school following the Easter holidays if they have any symptoms or feel unwell. There continues to be a high number of outbreaks across Hertfordshire’s childcare and education settings – they need our support to help protect our communities and have the least disruption to children’s
learning and development as possible.
We’d like to once again say thank you for continuing to play your part and for helping to keep yourselves and
others safe.
We hope you enjoy a great Easter break.

